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April 30, 1993

Ms. Donna R. Searcy, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Searcy, . (

This letter is in reference to E.T. DocketN~ Stereo Standard.

Let me begin by introducing myself. My name is Joseph A. Dentici. I reside at 3912 Montevallo Rd in
Birmingham, Alabama. I have been a Broadcast Engineer for 27 years, having held FCC 1st Class
license, now General Class, also I am certified as a Senior Engineer AM-FM by the Society of Broadcast
Engineers and also hold certification as an Engineer First Class by N.A.R.T.E. I am presently employed
by the Eternal Word Radio Network constructing the world's largest and most powerful privately owned
Shortwave Radio Station W.E.W.N.

My main reason for writing to you is, I believe that the FCC by it's own admission, does not have the
engineering personnel necessary to make judgment on this issue. Please forgive me if my information is
inaccurate. The article in question came from J?roadcasting Magazine several months back.

In 1982, I installed two Kahn exciters in Radio Stations WSGN and WATV in Birmingham. Also in
1988, the Kahn exciter was stolen during a break-in at the transmitter. Due to the lack of receivers at the
time, the Motorola system was chosen to replace the stolell Kahn. Now comes the difference in the units.
While both exciters appear to be equal on paper, real world broadcasting shows some very interesting
differences. The Kahn exciter is not phase sensitive, the Motorola is. There is a platform swing during
the early morning and evening hours with the Motorola unit. With the Kahn, no such swing occurred.
The mono performance of the station is not as good with the Motorola as it was with the Kahn.

If I were directed to go stereo on shortwave and the Motorola unit was all there was, I would have to argue
for staying mono - due to the fact of great fading at times the Motorola unit and it's phase sensitivity
would all but destroy our received signal.

These systems are not new. in fact they all were around in some form in the late 50's and early 60's when
the stereo matter was first born.

Engineering matters should be left up to engineers. In this light, I agree with the technical people in that
the National Bureau of Standards should weigh the merits of both and make the decision for the
Commission.

AM Radio has suffered enough due to fighting between Motorola and Kahn. Let's do the fair and honest
approach. Give the problem over to the National Bureau of Standards.
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